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gathered round him. She called in her long reign of nearly
sixty years only ten Parliaments, which sat for thirteen sessions.
Their time was not yet. The Elizabethan Parliaments still had
no right of initiative and their election was still largely con-
trolled by the Crown, when it was not controlled by the sheriff,
who was the Crown's nominee. Elizabethan elections in the
counties were not often disputed, but when they were the
contestants were competing only for the local influence and
patronage which the position of a knight of the shire appears to
have conferred. Even then the decision seems as often as not
to have been reached by chicanery. There was no trace of
popular election, but there is clear evidence that towards the
end of the reign the new aristocracy of country gentlemen and
merchant princes were growing restive at the irresponsibility of
the court and at the unending war with Spain. The splendour
and luxury of the court was an outward and visible sign of the
rewards of centralized power. The struggle for the monopoly
of this power and for its exercise in directions according more
consistently with the interests of property, could not in all
probability have been long postponed even if Elizabeth had
lived. By 1600 the country was tired of adventure. The new
families were by then in the second or third generation. They
had paid for their footing by two generations of acquiescence in
absolute government and they were ready to claim their reward.
The reaction was inspired partly by war weariness, partly by a
conscious desire for a constitutional revolution.

National pride has taught us that England defeated Spain
when she defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588. That is a
schoolboy fantasy. Throughout the long reign of Philip II,
which lasted till 1598, Spain rose steadily in wealth and power,
and it was of the Spanish Empire then established that the
familiar boast was invented, that it was an empire on which the
sun never set. The war between England and Spain lasted
until 1604, and left Spain incomparably the greater power.

In the intervals of fighting English privateers and Dutch
rebels and invading Ireland, Spain saved Europe from the
Turks, conquered Algiers, the Malabar coast and the East
Indies, added South and Central America, and restored Central
Europe to the Catholic world. Meanwhile Velasquez and El